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Young Israel of Woodmere

THANKSGIVING WEEK OF LEARNING AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

LONGING AND LAUGHING AT SEVENTY:
DREAMS AND PROPHECIES REVISITED
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605 BCE — 4" yr. Yehoyakim — Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem

597 BCE — Exile of Jehoiachin
586 BCE — Destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; mass deportation of Judeans to

Babylon

585 BCE — Assassination of Gedaliah

561-60 BCE — Release of exiled king Jehoiachin (first edition of Primary History)

559 BCE —~ Cyrus the Great (559-30) comes to Persian throne

539 BCE — Cyrus Conquers Babylon - ACHAEMENID Empire

538 BCE — Edict of Cyrus ; First Return under Sheshbazzar

530 BCE — Cambyses (530-522) — succeeds Cyrus, unexpectedly dies ca. July 522

522 BCE — Revolt of Gaumata (Bardiya or Smerdis) and problems of accession; Darius I (the
Great) takes office (522-486), organizes satrapies

522 -21 BCE Darius consolidates his empire; Zerubbel appointed governor in Yehud

520 BCE — Work begins (again) on the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple; Temple refoundation

ceremony (24 Kislev)
518 BCE — Darius decrees codification and authority of Egyptian laws (autonomy?)

516 — Temple rededication
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Rabbi Yohanan said: All the days of the life of that righteous man, Honi, he was distressed over
the meaning of this verse: “A song of Ascents: When the Lord brought back those who returned
to Zion, we were like those who dream” (Psalms 126: 1). He said to himself: Is there really a
person who can sleep and dream for seventy years? How is it possible to compare the
seventy-year exile in Babylonia to a dream? Onec day, he was walking along the road when he
saw a certain man planting a carob tree. Honi said to him: This tree, after how many years will it
bear fruit? The man said to him: It will not produce fruit until seventy years have passed. Honi
said to him: Is it obvious to you that you will live seventy years, that you expect to benefit from
this tree? He said to him: That man himself found a world full of carob trees. Just as my ancestors
planted for me, I too am planting for my descendants. Honi sat and ate bread. Sleep overcame him
and he slept. A cliff formed around him, and he disappeared from sight and slept for seventy
years. When he awoke, he saw a certain man gathering carobs from that tree. Honi said to him:
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Are you the one who planted this tree? The man said to him: [ am his son’s son. Honi said to him:
I can learn from this that I have slept for seventy years, and indeed he saw that his donkey had

sired several herds during those many years. Honi went home and said to the members of the
household: Is the son of Honi HaMe’aggel alive? They said to him: His son is no longer with us,

but his son’s son is alive. He said to them: I am Honi HaMe’aggel. They did not believe him. He
went to the study hall, where he heard the Sages say about one scholar: His halakhot are as

enlightening and as clear as in the years of Honi HaMe’aggel, for when Honi HaMe’aggel would
enter the study hall he would resolve for the Sages any difficulty they had. Honi said to them: I

am he, but they did not believe him and did not pay him proper respect. Honi became very upset,
prayed for mercy, and died. Rava said: This explains the folk saying that people say: Either
friendship or death, as one who has no friends is better off dead.

279 19 91 91 nvN YHas mnbn (5

SV ING 1237 IND WIANY 1D OMITI2 WIP DINNM N2 WNINY 11D DOTWITT PO PO NN DYDY NV
710 23910 DNY AN PNND NN 1D 29D 12 1IN PNND YN P12 1N IDNNT BWIPH YWTP 15310 KUY
N 7D 117 AN 1523 KDY 121991 DIOWMY PYIYI NP 2P 91 12 1INOY DIPN 17 10N D13 DN
71772% DSN NN PIY 12 22137123727 12 M0 AXY 0N MIIN NIN DNNNI DTV O APYNY DNIT PNSH
PNNI DR TY NN PIDTHY INNDD INON AYN KON DY YTPNI 7PN PUNT WTPNT N
NOV TV ©DYNT MI2INID INPH 0PI I1AW T DN IS [IN] WINT TV 1PN DI57I 135 221D

Y INNIZY NHPPNIY PYIY DT DY INKILI DMPNN NOY KIINND M MIIN DY INNID) On»OPm
93NN NI 1DNHRN KRI¥PY 1T 1NN 1IN TUOD H19PNN 1957 HY INNIAY W1a 9IN

Amnother time, they were ascending to Jerusalem, .When they came to Har haTzofim, they tore
their clothes. When they reached the Temple Mount, they saw a fox emerging from the place of
the Holy ef Holies. They started to cry, but Rabbi Akiva was laughing. The other sages-said to
him, Why are vou laughing? He said to them, Why do you weep? They replied The place about
which was written (Numbers 1,51) 7and the non-Kohen that draws near shall be put to death”, is
now a haunt of foxes and we should not weept? He replied That is why I laugh. It is written
(Isaiah 8,2) 7and I will take unto Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah
the son of Yeberechiahu.” Now what was the connection between Uriah and Zechariah? Uriah
was during the period of the First Temple, and Zechariah was during the period of the Second
Temple. Rather, the verse was making the prophecy of Zechariah dependent on the prophecy of
Uriah.Regarding Uriah, it is written, (Micah 3,12) Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed
etc.”. Regarding Zechariah it 1s written (Zechariah 8,4) "There shall yet old men and old women sit
in the broad places of Jerusalem. Until the prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled, I was afraid that the
prophecy of Zechariah would likewise be unfulfilled. Now that the prophecy of Uriah was
fulfilled, I know that the prophecy of Zechariah will be fulfilled. In this way they answered

him, Akiva, you have consoled us. Akiva, you have consoled us.
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We may appreciate Rabbi Akiva’s greatress of soul from the following story. When a group of
scholars saw a fox scampering in the ruins where the holy Temple once stood, they shed tears at
this sight of bleak desolation. Rabbi Akiva, however, astounded his companions by laughing. He
understood that, just as the prophecies of destruction had come to pass, the prophecies of
redemption will also be fulfilled. For this spiritual giant, the distant future was as real and
palpable as the present reality. His unshakable faith and vision was rooted in a profound love of
God. This love so filled his pure heart that the future was a certain reality, leaving no room to
mourn over the disasters of the present. For Rabbi Akiva, the tragedies of the day were but a thin
cloud, casting fleeting shadows under the brilliant daytime sun. Only such a lofty soul could
confidently prociaim, “The entire Bible is holy. But the Song of Songs is the Holy of Holies.”
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The following passage appears in Rav Kook’s notebook:

And I am attentive and I listen from the depths of my soul, from the feelings of my heart, the
voice of Hashem calls. And I am ferrified with a great fear — have I descended as such that I will
become a false prophet, fo say Hashem sent me and the word of Hashem has not appeared fo me?
And I listen fo the voice of my soul stirring, the sprouts of prophecy are growing, and the children
of prophets are arising, the spirit of prophecy is traveling in the land, searching for itself a refuge,
seeking mighty ones, full of strength and holiness, they will know fo digest the matter, the truth
they will tell, they will relate how the word of Hashem was revealed fo them, they will not lie or
HAatter others, their spirit with faith they will bring out. And the spirit of faith, precious and
necessary, will elevate a nation, and Israel will stand on its feet. It will begin fo sense Its freasure
from ancient days, it will know that not falsehood was clothed in pride. . .[the nation] will
remember that it has a valued land, a land of breadth for it, and family by family, one by one they
will gather, and the desolate land will be built, and the spirit of Hashem that 1s on it will begin to
pump in its children that were neglected, and from darkness the eyes of the blind will see.
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And it will happen after this, that I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and
daughters will prophesy; your elders will dream [prophetic] dreams, and your young men will see

Vvisions.
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